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Devon

DISTRICT COUNCIL

MINUTES of a MEETING of the SCRUTINY COMMITTEE held on 14 April 2025 at
5.00pm

Present
Councillors L G J Kennedy (Chair)
G Westcott (Vice-Chair), D Broom,
E Buczkowski, A Cuddy, G Czapiewski,

M Farrell, C Harrower, B Holdman, L Knight,
R Roberts and S Robinson

Also Present

Officers: Maria De Leiburne (Director of Legal, People &
Governance (Monitoring Officer)) and David Parker
(Demaocratic Services & Policy Research Officer)

Councillors
Online J Buczkowski, S Keable and J Lock

Officers Online  Laura Woon (Democratic Services Manager)

MEETING MANAGEMENT

The Chair informed the Committee that he would be bringing forward Agenda Item 5
- Chair's Announcements as the first item to be discussed on the agenda.

CHAIR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS (0:04:24)

The Chair asked for a minute’s silence as a mark of respect to their colleague
Councillor Frank Letch MBE who passed away on Tuesday 8 April 2025.

A minute’s silence was held.

The Chair had no other announcements to make.

APOLOGIES AND SUBSTITUTE MEMBERS (0:06:26)

There were no apologies.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST UNDER THE CODE OF CONDUCT (0:06:40)

Members were reminded of the need to make declarations of interest where
appropriate.
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PUBLIC QUESTION TIME (0:06:54)
There were no public questions.
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING (0:07:06)

The minutes of the last meeting held on Monday 17 March 2025 were approved as a
correct record and SIGNED by the Chair.

DECISIONS OF THE CABINET (0:7:44)

The Committee NOTED that none of the decisions made by the Cabinet at their
meeting on 1 April 2025 had been called in.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE SCRUTINY COMMITTEE (0:07:57)

The Committee had before it, and NOTED, the Scrutiny Committee Chair's Annual
Report * for 2024/2025.

This report along with all other Chair’s reports for 2024/2025 would be presented at
full Council on 23 April 2025.

The Chair thanked Members of the Committee and officers for their help and support
throughout the past year.

Members of the Committee thanked the Chair and Vice Chair for their work this year
and particularly for bringing South West Water before the Committee.

Note: *Report previously circulated.
WORK PROGRAMME (0:11:24)

The Committee had before it and NOTED the *Forward Plan and the *Scrutiny
Committee Work Programme.

The Clerk identified the changes in the Work Programme since publication of the
agenda:

e The Community Safety Partnership Annual Report would come before the
Committee on 9 June 2025.

e The Report on Housing Repairs and Maintenance would move to the meeting
on 8 September 2025.

e The report coming before the Committee on 14 July 2025 entitled ‘Housing
Strategy’ was wrongly titled, the report coming to the Scrutiny Committee
would be called ‘Value for Money and Best Practice in Mid Devon Housing
Modular Social Housing Delivery Report’ and reflected what the Committee
had requested.

e Quarterly Freedom of Information Dashboards had been repositioned within
the programme to suit when the data for each quarter would be available.

Discussion took place regarding:
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e Six months after South West Water had visited there should be a review to
ascertain how far the issues raised had been resolved. If the issues remained
outstanding then South West Water should be invited back before the
Committee within 3 months after the 6 month review. It was AGREED to add
this to the Work Programme.

e Local Government Reorganisation (LGR). It was requested that the
Committee were flexible to bring LGR at short notice as the need arose.

Note: the *Forward Plan and the *Scrutiny Committee Work Programme were
previously circulated.

(The meeting ended at 5.27 pm) CHAIR
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